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DETMLED ACTION! 

1. Claims 1-18 and 35 are presented for examination. Claims 19-34 have 
been withdrawn from the consideration. 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final 
rejection. Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 
37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, 
the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 11/06/2006 has been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § ILOi 



3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 
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4. Independent claims 1, 15, 16, 35 and tlieir dependent claims are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. The language of the claims raises a question 
as to whether the claims are directed merely to an abstract idea that is not 
tied to a technological art, environment or machine which would result in a 
practical application producing a concrete, useful and tangible result. The 
various steps conversion, substituting, recording and searching are software 
constructs (software per se) performing various functionalities. These 
functionalities do not manipulate any hardware or tangible entity. Therefore, 
these software constructs are non statutory entities as detailed in MPEP 
2106. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, 
or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of 
paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the. invention thereof by 
the applicant for patent. 
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6. Claims 1-18 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Summers et al (6,816,884) (hereinafter Summers). 

7. As per claim 1, Summers discloses an information processing device 
which exchanges a plurality of information with other information processing 
devices via a network, said information processing device comprising: 

first input/output control means for controlling input and output of 
information to and from a first information processing device of a user 
(220n, fig 1, col 4, lines 37-67); 

second input/output control means for controlling input and output of 
information to and from a second information processing device (220a, fig 1, 
col 4, lines 37-67); 

a conversion (replaces, col 11, lines 14-16) means for converting 
personal information (email address, col 11, lines 14-16) contained in a first 
information of which input is controlled by said first input/output control 
means with a second information (community, col 11, lines 14-41), the 
second information corresponding to a predetermined group (fig 3) to which 
said user belongs (col li, lines 9-41); 

a substituting (replaces, col 11, lines 14-16) means for substituting 
the personal information of said user contained in first information with the 
second information (email address, col 11, lines 14-16), prior to sending the 
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first information to said second information processing device (col 11, lines 
9-41), the second information also corresponding to said personal 
Information of said user on a one-to-one basis (nick name , col 11, lines 9- 
41); 

first recording control means for controlling recording of said personal 
Information of said user and said second Information said personal 
Information of said user and said second Information being recorded in a 
corresponding manner (20-27, fig 2, and 33C, 33A, fig 3, col 9, line 54 to col 
10, line 8); and 

searching (find, col 11, line 49) means for locating the personal 
Information corresponding to the second Information prior to sending a 
reply, to said first information, from said second information processing 
device to said first information processing device (col 11, lines 25-65), 

wherein said user is registered as a member of the predetermined 
group (20-27, fig 2, and 33C, 33A, fig 3, col 9, line 54 to col 10, line 8 ); 
and 

wherein said second information Is determined corresponding to said 
group (fig 6, col 11, lines 9-41), and said second Input/output control means 
controls output to said second Information processing device of said first 
Information (fig 6, col 11, lines 9-41), said personal Information of said user 
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is substituted witli said second information by said substituting means (fig 6, 
col 11, lines 9-41). 

8. As per claim 2, Summers discloses personal information of said user is 
an e-mail address of said user (email address, col 9, line 9-41). 

9. As per claim 3, Summers discloses generating means for generating 
said second information using a hash function (user identifier, col 13, lines 
35-49). 

10. As per claim 4, Summers discloses searching means for searching 
operational information of said user regarding which recording is controlled 
by said first recording means (col 11, lines 9-41) based on said second 
information contained in a third information which is a reply to said first 
information regarding which input is controlled by said second input/output 
control means (fig 6, col 13, lines 10-67); wherein said first input/output 
control means controls output of said third information to said first other 
information processing device, based on said personal information of said 
users searched by said searching means (user profile, fig 6, col 13, lines 10- 



Application/Control Number: 09/924,621 
Art Unit: 2154 



Page 7 



67). 

11. As per claim 5, Summers discloses second recording control means for 
controlling recording of personal attributes information of said user (user 
profile, fig 6, col 13, lines 10-67); and third recording control means for 
controlling recording of information identifying said group and attribute 
information of said group (community, fig 6, col 13, lines 10-67); wherein 
said attribute information of said group contains (fig 6), of said personal 
attribute information regarding which recording is controlled by said second 
recording control means (user profile, fig 6, col 13, lines 10-67); a 
predetermined number of sets of personal attribute information common to 
a plurality of said users registered to said group, in descending order of 
degree held in common (fig 2-3, col 9, line 4 to col 10, line 20), 

12. As per claim 6, Summers discloses further comprising verifying means 
for verifying permission for access to said attribute information of said group 
regarding which recording is controlled by said third recording control means 
(fig 2-3, col 9, line 4 to col 10, line 20); wherein said verifying means 
verifies permission for access to said attribute information of said group 
based on a contract between said group and the holder of said second other 
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information processing device (fig 2-3, col 9, line 4 to col 10, line 20). 

13. As per claim 7, Summers discloses searching means for searching for 
said attribute information of said group regarding which recording is 
controlled by said third recording control means, based on information for 
identifying said group regarding which input is controlled by said second 
input/output control means, in the event that said verifying means verifies 
the permission to access of said second other information processing device 
(fig 2-3, col 9, line 4 to col 10, line 20); wherein said second input/output 
control means controls output of said attribute information of said group 
searched by said searching means, to said second other information 
processing device (fig 2-6, col 11, lines 9-65). 

14. As per claim 8, Summers discloses searching means for searching for 
information for Identifying said group regarding which recording is controlled 
by said third recording control means, based on information corresponding 
to said attribute information of said group contained in a fourth information 
regarding which input is controlled by said second input/output control 
means, in the event that said verifying means verifies the permission to 
access of said second other information processing device (fig 2-6, col 8, 
lines 22-67). 
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15. As per claim 9, Summers discloses second input/output control means 
controls the output of information for identifying said group searched by said 
searching means to said second other information processing device (fig 2-6, 
col 8, lines 22-67; col 11, lines 9-65). 

16. As per claim 10, Summers discloses first input/output control means 
controls the output of said fourth information to said first other information 
processing device which said user registered to said group has, based on 
information for identifying said group searched by said searching means (fig 
2-6, col 8, lines 22-67; col 11, lines 9-65). 

17. As per claim 11, Summers discloses third input/output control means 
for controlling input and output of information to and from a third other 
information processing device (fig 2-6, col 8, lines 22-67; col 11, lines 9- 
65); verifying means for verifying permission to access personal attribute 
information of said user regarding which recording is controlled by said 
second recording control means (fig 2-6, col 8, lines 22-67; col 11, lines 9- 
65); and first searching means for searching said personal attribute 
information of said user regarding which recording is controlled by said 
second recording control means (fig 2-6, col 8, lines 22-67; col 11, lines 9- 
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65), based on fifth information regarding wliich input is controlled by said 
tliird input/output control means, in the event that said verifying means 
verifies permission to access a third other information processing device (fig 
2-6, col 8, lines 22-67; col 11, lines 9-65); wherein said third input/output 
control means controls the output of said personal attribute information of 
said user searched by said first searching means to said third other 
information processing device (fig 2-6, col 8, lines 22-67; col 11, lines 9-65). 

18. As per claim 12, Summers discloses verifying means verifies 
permission for access to said personal attribute information of said user 
registered to said group, based on a contract between the holder of said 
third other information processing device and said group (fig 2-6, col 8, lines 
22-67; col 11, lines 9-65). 

19. As per claim 13, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1, 
above. In addition, Summers discloses second searching means for 
searching for said holder of said third other information processing device 
which has entered into contract with said group (registered with the group, 
fig 2-6, col 8, lines 22-67; col 11, lines 9-65), based on said second 
information regarding which input is controlled by said second input/output 
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control means (fig 2-6, col 8, lines 11-^1; col 11, lines 9-65). 

20. As per claim 14, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1, 
above. 

21. As per claim 15, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1, 
above. 

22. As per claim 16, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1, 
above. In addition Summers discloses wherein said second information 
processing device comprises: third input/output control means for controlling 
input and output of information from and to said first information processing 
device (220n, fig 2-6, col 8, lines 22-67; col 11, lines 9-65); 

wherein said third input/output control means controls output of said 
first information to said first information processing device (236, fig 2-6, col 
8, lines 22-67; col 11, lines 9-65); and 

wherein said third information processing device comprises: fourth 
input/output control means for controlling input and output of information 
from and to said first information processing device (235, fig 2-6, col 8, lines 
22-67; col 11, lines 9-65); 
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wherein said fourtli input/output control means controls input of said 
first information from said first information processing device (236m, fig 2-6, 
col 8, lines 22-67; col 11, lines 9-65). 

23. As per claim 17, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 
16, above. In addition Summers discloses said first information processing 
device further comprises generating means for generating said second 
information using a hash function (user identifier, col 13, lines 35-49, hash 
function is interpreted as an algorithm that transforms a string of characters 
into a usually shorter value of a fixed length or a l<ey that represents the 
original value, for example nick name); and 

wherein said third information processing device distinguishes said 
user having said second information processing device which has output said 
first information to said first information processing device, based on said 
second information contained in said first information regarding which input 
is controlled by said fourth input/output control means (process flow, fig 2- 
6, col 8, lines 22-67; col 11, lines 9-65). 

24. As per claim 18, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 
16, above. In addition Summers discloses with said third information 
processing device, said fourth input/output control means control output of a 
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third Information which is a reply to said first information containing said 
second information (process flow, fig 2-6, col 8, lines 22-67; col 11, lines 9- 
65). 

25. As per claim 35, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claims 
16 and 18, above. 

Response to Arguments 

26. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-18 and 35 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 



27. The prior art made of record and not relied upon Is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure: 

U.S. Patent 7,069,249 

U.S. Patent 6,078,949 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Mohammad A. Siddlqi whose 
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telephone number is (571) 272-3976. The examiner can nornia+ly h^/ 

reached onl^londay -Thursday. SUPERVISO^^BIT EXAMINER 

TECHNOWGY CBITCR 2800 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Nathan J. Flynn can be reached on (571) 272-1915. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 

I 

access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 
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